The Second World War and After                  229
in the hope of clearing the deadlock. When the majority of the
delegation declared their objection to Art. 2 even in its watered-
down form1 and accused him of giving the Sudan a chance of
separating from Egypt, he persuaded King Faruq to dissolve the
delegation and empower himself and the Foreign Minister to con-
tinue the negotiations.
At this stage, however, the question of the Sudan suddenly as-
sumed an acute form. The text of the Bevin-Sidqi Sudan Protocol
read: 'The policy which the High Contracting Parties undertake
to follow in the Sudan within the framework of unity between
.: Egypt and the Sudan under the common crown of Egypt shall have
the objective of ensuring the well-being of the Sudanese, the de-
velopment of their interests, and active preparation for self-
government and the consequent exercise of the right to choose the
future status of the Sudan. Until the High Contracting Parties are
in full agreement as regards this latter objective after consultation
with the Sudanese, the Agreement of 1899 will continue' and the
appropriate articles of the 1936 Treaty would remain in force. At
the opening of the Egyptian parliament after Sidqi's return the
Royal Address had declared that 'One of Egypt's first aims would'
be to assure the well-being of the Sudanese, develop their interests,
and prepare them for self-government'; but Sidqi and other
Egyptian statesmen continued in their public speeches to em-
phasize the approaching assumption of Egyptian sovereignty over
f/ the Sudan and say little or nothing about self-government for the
Sudanese. This roused to vigorous action the Sudanese Umnia
party, consisting of men of substance who desire to exercise their
authority in a self-governing Sudan independent of Egypt.2
Saiyid Sir Abd ur-Rahmaii, son of the Mahdi who led the revolt
against the Egyptians in 1881, went to London to present the
Umma case; and on 7 December, the Governor-General of the
Sudan was authorized to announce that 'while the British govern-
ment were proposing to acknowledge the Egyptian Crown as the
^titular sovereign over the Sudan, the government were deter-
mined that nothing should be permitted to deflect the Sudan
! government.. . from the task of preparing the Sudanese for self-
1 "In case of a threat of war to an adjacent country the two parties agree to
discuss the situation in order to take the necessary measures until the Security
Council takes steps to secure peace.*
z The less wealthy and influential 'intelligentsia*, on the other hand, look to
Egypt to put them in high office, and are organized in the Ashiqa party.